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 LΩƳ ƎƭŀŘ L Ǝƻǘ ȅƻǳǊ ŀǘǘŜƴπ
tion. Evangelism should never be a 
part of the church. Sharing Jesus 
with others is the reason we exist 
as a church and it should be evi-
dent in everything we do! Evangel-
ism should be something that per-
meates every aspect of our 
church. Now, I know what you are 
ǘƘƛƴƪƛƴƎΣ ά²Ƙŀǘ ŀōƻǳǘ 5ƛǎŎƛǇƭŜπ
ǎƘƛǇΚέ LǎƴΩǘ ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭŜǎƘƛǇ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀǎ ƛƳπ
portant as evangelism? Yes. But I 
think that we can define both 
evangelism and discipleship as 
ΨŘǊŀǿƛƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŎƭƻǎŜǊ ǘƻ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩΤ 
one is just before conversion and 
the other after. Also, keep in mind 
that without evangelism we will 
not have anyone to disciple. 

So how do we integrate 
evangelism into every part or our 
ŎƘǳǊŎƘΚ ²ŜƭƭΣ ƭŜǘΩǎ ǘŀƪŜ ŀ ŎƭƻǎŜǊ 
look at one specific ministry in our 
church, and then apply what we 
learn to the other areas. You are 
probably expecting me to pick an 
example from a very spiritually 
focused ministry like Sunday 
{ŎƘƻƻƭΣ ²ƻǊǎƘƛǇ ƻǊ ŜǾŜƴ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ 
ŀƴŘ ¸ƻǳǘƘ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊƛŜǎΦ  .ǳǘ ƭŜǘΩǎ Ǝƻ 
with basketball. Yes, I said basket-
ball. During the appropriate sea-
son our church operates a weekly 
open gym basketball time as well 
as entering teams into the church 
basketball league.   We regularly 
have over 30 guys come out for 
open gym and about 20 that play 
on our two teams.  The majority of 
these guys are not already a part 
of our church, but now some are  

literally inside our church three 
times a week.  But the key is rela-
tionships. We are intentionally 
building relationships with these 
guys that point them toward 
Christ. We are sharing with them 
through Bible studies, praying for 
requests before games and liter-
ally encouraging them to seek 
Christ. Without this it would just 
be basketball. 

So how does your ministry 
in the church share Christ? Are 
you more focused on sharing the 
gospel and building relationships 
or on program details and atten-
dance? As a worship leader do you 
focus more on leading worship 
right or on leading others into 
DƻŘΩǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜΚ !ǎ ŀ ƎǊŜŜǘŜǊ Řƻ 
you focus on logistics more than 
people? As a teacher do you get 
through the study or get through 
to the heart of the students? 
Without a focus on relationships 
and sharing Christ through those 
relationships then your ministry 
ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƛǎƴΩǘ ŀ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅΦ LǘΩǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ǎƛƴƎπ
ing, handing out bulletins or get-
ting though the lesson. I hope that 
our church never develops an 
evangelism team. We do not need 
a team that does evangelism for 
the church but rather a church 
that evangelizes. Evangelism is not 
some add-on to our faith or our 
church. It is a way of life. Yes, 
some are gifted with evangelism 
skills and others of us have to 
work at it. But it should be the 
forefront goal, mission or purpose 
of whatever it is we are doing. 

ά9ǾŀƴƎŜƭƛǎƳ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ŀ tŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘέ  

by Wesley Skiles 
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Monthly Financial Report UpdateMonthly Financial Report UpdateMonthly Financial Report Update   
 

    Received in January : $27,576.64      

    Budget goal for January:  $ 22,610.65 

 

The Amazing 

Power of Prayer 
 

Please pray for: 

·Ministry Teams  

·Our Missionaries 

·Sunday School Teachers 

·President Obama & his cabinet 

·Our Military Services   

·The lost in our community 

·Unity in the Body of Christ 

·Our Elders 
 

Each month we list individuals and 
ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ǿƘƻ ŀǘǘŜƴŘ IŜŀǊǘ hΩ ǘƘŜ 
Lakes Church and ask that you pray 
for their good health, work, spiritual 
growth and strength. 
 

Jon & Cindy Hawthorne Family 

Kevin & Kristi Herendeen Family 

John & Bertha Hills 

Dave & Marsha Horner 

Roger & Janet Howe 

Norma Hudson 

Linda Hudspeth Family 

Dennis & Kathy Hurst 

Chuck & Linda Hunt 

Ray & Patty Hyatt 

Bill & Cheryl Innes 

Andy & Joan Jenness 

Kevin & Kathy Jenness Family 

Debbie Jester 

June Joanette 

Kelvin & Karen Kilbourn 

Jerry & Carroll King 

Margaret Kinnaman 

Lifeline to Heart O the Lakes 
Prayer - DƻŘΩǎ ²ƻǊŘ - Giving  

 

FEBRUARYFEBRUARYFEBRUARY   
Memory VerseMemory VerseMemory Verse   

 

Galatians 6:2 
Carry each otherõs burdens,  

and in this way you will  
fulfill the law of  Christ. 

...if my people, who are called by my name, will humble themselves and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then 

I will hear from heaven, and I will forgive their sin and will heal their land.                                                             2 Chronicles 7:14 

PRAYER GATHERING 

The first Sunday of  each month at 7:00pm  

a Prayer Gathering is held.   

The next Gathering is February 12February 12February 12  

(due to Super Bowl on February 5) 
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OUR PURPOSEτTo glorify Christ Jesus in all that we do.                                                John 13:31; Romans 15:5-8 

OUR MISSIONτ Love God, Love People.                                                               Matthew 28:18-20; Mark 12:28-31 

OUR VISIONτWe envision a community challenged and changed by the love of Christ Jesus. 

A Note from Your Elders at Heart O the Lakes 
Pastor Kevin Cherry, Doyle Rodenbeck, Don Coward, John Hills, Dave Horner 

Ministry Team Leaders 
 

 Adult Ministry -  

 
 Childrenõs Ministry - Amy VanZandt 
 

 Christian Activity Center - Kevin Carpenter 
 

 Finance - Cindy Weaver 
 
 Missions - Sharon Cherry 

 
 Personnel - Kelvin Kilbourn 

 
 Property - Don Coward 

 
 Spiritual Care - Kathy Maybee 

 
 Worship & Music - Sheila VanHemert 
 

 Youth -  Wesley Skiles 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Next Meeting is February 21 at 6:30pm. 

January MinutesJanuary Minutes  
 

Ministry Team Reports 
Property Team 

· Installed a programmable thermostat outside the Fellowship 

Hall. 

· Within the next 3 years, probably all the furnaces will need 

to be replaced, we have 13 furnaces in the building. 

· Don Coward suggested that we replace the 2 sanctuary 

furnaces soon, followed by the one upstairs and then work 

our way around the building. 

· Elder Board thought it was better to replace as needed, we 

have some reserve funds that could be used for a couple 
furnaces, then set aside money annually for replacement of 
others. 

 
Finance Team 

· It was decided to add Cindy Weaverõs name to all bank  

       accounts, as she is the Finance Team Leader. 
 

Business 

· It was agreed to meet the third Thursday at 6:30pm. 

· It was agreed to form a Building Committee and a Vision 

Committee. 

· Ministry Team Job Descriptions will be looked at next 

month. 

· The Natural Church Development Survey was taken, involv-

ing 25 people from our congregation.  It measured 8 areas 

that determine a churchõs health.  It reveals our strengths 
and weaknesses, with the purpose of showing the church 
what areas need to be worked on.  We are waiting for the 
interpretation of the results. 

· The next Celebration Gathering should be in February,  

       trying to work through dates. 

Each Elder is over two Ministry Teams. 

 Pastor Kevin    Doyle Rodenbeck John Hills Don Coward     Dave Horner  

 Youth     Personnel  Adult Ministry Finance      Worship & Music 

 Childrenõs Ministry   Spiritual Care  Missions  CAC      Property 
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The Pulse of Heart O the Lakes 
Ministry - Service - Involvement 

NURSERY - SUNDAY SCHOOL 

5 Jen Baird 

12 Jen Baird 

19 Cori Baumann 

26 Cori Baumann 

February VolunteersFebruary VolunteersFebruary Volunteers   

NURSERY - WORSHIP 

5 Jen Baird & Sharon Cherry 

12 Jen Baird & Linda Schatz 

19 Sherry Hamann & Kathy Maybee 

26 Sherry Hamann & Marsha Horner 

JAM SESSION 

5 Lori Scouten 

12 Tami Willard 

19 Linda Grajek 

26 Patty Hyatt 

GREETERS 

5 Dan & Debbie Rubley 

12 Carol Cross & Marilyn Boyce 

19 Emily Faulds & Emily Zeiger 

26 Les & Cathy Schiel 

On Saturday, February 4, we will be hosting 

the 2nd Annual Ladies Day Retreat.  It is a 

day of enjoying the company of other ladies, 
going to special sessions, and having fun.  The 
day starts at 8:30am with registration and 
ends around 4:00pm.   
 

This is a fun day, you really 
ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ Ƴƛǎǎ ƛǘΗ 

 

On Saturday, February  25 , the Missions Ministry 
Team invites you to come and join them for a dinner of 
homemade comfort food.  Dinner will be served be-
tween 5:00-7:30pm with a suggested donation of $8 
per adult and $4 per child (up to 12 years old).  The 
proceeds will support missions around the world.   

The menu includes: 

· Tossed Salad or Jell-O surprise 

· {Ŏƻǘǘ ²ŜŀǾŜǊΩǎ ŎƘƛŎƪŜƴ ōǊŜŀǎǘ ǿƛǘƘ ƘŜǊō ǎŀǳŎŜ 

· {ƘŀǊƻƴ /ƘŜǊǊȅΩǎ ƳŀǎƘŜŘ ǇƻǘŀǘƻŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƎǊŀǾȅ 

· 5ƻǊƛǎ DǊŜŜƴΩǎ ƎǊŜŜƴ ōŜŀƴ ŎŀǎǎŜǊƻƭŜ 

· {Ŏƻǘǘ ²ŜŀǾŜǊΩǎ ŦǊŜǎƘ ōŀƪŜŘ ƘŜǊō Ǌƻƭƭǎ 

· Desert is apple crisp 

Please invite your friends and family to come out and 
enjoy a home cooked meal (one 
they did not have to cook).  A 
very easy way to support world 
missions! 

 

HOTL will be ministering at the Brooklyn Living 
Center on Sunday, February  19  from 4:00-
4:30pm.  There is no set format, anything fun 
goes.  See Sheila VanHemert for more details. 
Please consider helping with this ministry.   
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The Pulse of Heart O the Lakes 
Ministry - Service - Involvement 
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 When I was asked to write a story about the AWANA 
ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿǎƭŜǘǘŜǊ L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƻ ōŜπ
gin. Should I talk about all of our wonderful clubbers 
and how they bless our lives each week, or should I fo-
cus on the programs needs or maybe I should follow my 
parental instincts and tell you about the best staff you 
could ask for in a church program. 
 I love being a mom to my two girls Trish and Melissa, 
but I also love being a mom to the AWANA staff and I 
want to share with you a little bit of who they are.  
 They are awesome, bright, caring, de-
lightful, energetic, faithful, guides, help-
ful, intuitive, joyful, kind, love the Lord, 
mighty, nice, outstanding in their field, 
powerful, quiet, real, steadfast, tough, 
understanding, vivacious, willing, ex-
treme, youthful and full of zeal. 
 These individuals are a wonderful ex-
ample of a Christian volunteer. They are always looking 
for a way to improve and enhance the AWANA program 
to provide the best format for our clubbers. The 
!²!b! Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘ ƛǎ ά¢ƻ ǊŜŀŎƘ ōƻȅǎ ŀƴŘ ƎƛǊƭǎ 
ŦƻǊ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ŀƴŘ ǘǊŀƛƴ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻ ǎŜǊǾŜ IƛƳΦέ !ƴŘ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƛƴŘƛπ
viduals take this seriously. 
 They have gone out into the community to promote 
the AWANA program to reach those individuals who 
may not have had the opportunity to attend church. 
God has blessed in so many ways through our Clubbers. 
They continually remind us why we are here and that is 
outreach in our community. 
 Sometimes we forget our purpose as Christians is to 
GO into the world and to preach the gospel to every-

one. And this group of individuals is 
serious about this task. Each week 
they give up two hours of their life to 
share their faith. They provide a meal 
for the clubbers and their families, 

ǘƘŜȅ ǎƘƻǿ WŜǎǳǎΩ ƭƻǾŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ ŎƻƳŜ ōŀŎƪ ŀƎŀƛƴΦ Lƴ ǘƘƛǎ 
day and age it is rare to find so many individuals who 
are committed to work on the front lines against the 
evils of the world. This is why I am singing their praises 
because they honor our program with their presence 
every week. 

 Please as you read this story remember to keep our 
leaders in your prayers, give them a big thank you, but 
most importantly ask them how you can be a part of 
this program. Consider this story as a personal invita-
tion for you to join the AWANA staff and to make a dif-
ference in our community. Staff qualifications are to 
have a personal relationship with Jesus Christ, to have a 
passion for the children of this generation and it does-
ƴΩǘ ƘǳǊǘ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ŦŜǿ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀǘǘǊƛōǳǘŜǎ ƭƛǎǘŜŘ ŜŀǊƭƛŜǊΦ 
Remember there are many posi-
tions available to volunteer in from 
secretarial duties, to running game 
time, to share a Bible story, to work 
one on one with our clubbers. 
There is no age limit for our volunteers they range from 
8th grade through retirement years. 
 2012 AWANA staff: Lori Scouten, Debbie Jester, Linda 
Grajek, Melissa Hellner, Jennifer Bennett, Char Barto, 
Michelle Carpenter, Michelle Hauessler, Marilyn Boyce, 
Meghan Mellinger, Dave and Carol Miles, Julie Haw-
thorne, Amy VanZandt, Linda Schatz, Kelsey Lamson, 
Melissa Shepard, Marsha Horner, Allison Cherry, Patty 
Hyatt, Karen Kilbourn, John Hills, Jacob VanZandt, Au-
tumn Jenness, Emily Grajek, Doug Shepard, Sharon 
Shepard, Pastor Kevin and Sharon Cherry, Wesley 
Skiles, Nancy Knaup, Steve Scouten, Kathy Maybee 
Hannah Boyce and Taimi Demeuse. 
 Thank you for letting me share with you one of the 
ōŜǎǘ ƎǊƻǳǇ ƻŦ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭΩǎ L ƘŀǾŜ ƘŀŘ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŜŀǎǳǊŜ ǘƻ 
work with. They personally have shown me friendship, 
compassion, they have lifted me up, encouraged me, 
helped me through some of the toughest times of my 
life and they continue to love me for who I am. They 
are the best!!! 
 

II Timothy 2:15 
Do your best to present yourself to God as one ap-
proved, a workman who does not need to be ashamed 
and who correctly handles the word of truth. 
 

Your Fellow Worker in Christ, 
Sharon Shepard 

! aƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ .ǊŀƎ .ƻƻƪ 



The Church Basketball League has been an on-going event since 1965, when Rich Car-

ǇŜƴǘŜǊ όYŜǾƛƴΩǎ ŘŀŘύ ƘŀŘ ŀ Ǉŀǎǎƛƻƴ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ƳŜƴ ƎŜǘ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ŦƻǊ ŦŜƭƭƻǿǎƘƛǇ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŀǘ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ǿŀȅ ǘƘŀƴ ǎǇƻǊǘǎΦ  
Kevin took over when his dad could no longer manage.  This basketball league has been used by the Lord 
over the years and has always been successful. 

 

Did you know: 

· They play on Monday and Thursday nights between 5:45pm and 10:00pm.   

· They play here at HOTL and at the Brooklyn Baptist Church.   

· There are 20 teams this year, representing 13 different churches. 

 

Come out and cheer  for the HOTL teams.  The dates and times are on the back of the bulletin each week. 

 

 

Ministry - Service - Involvement 
The Pulse of Heart O the Lakes 

Jacob Archer 

Marlo Callaway 

Don Lindeman 

James Mandrygal 

Chris Moffit 

Zeke Schwartz 

Wesley Skiles 

Kevin Smith 

Daniel Wiig 

Ian Buckley 

Kevin Carpenter 

Jon Hawthorne 

Dave Horner 

Brian Kim 

Devon Miller 

Nathan Riddle 

Kyle Schiel 

Les Schiel 

Garrett Smith 

Bob VanHemert 
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The two HOTL teams play each other on February 
16 at 7:55pm - this would be a great day to come 
and watch.  Just sayin. 
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Loving God and Loving Others 

The Heart of Heart O the Lakes 

Life in Chile, by Beth Hale 
Beth is in Puerto Montt, Chile for 6 months with SEND Ministries.   She is the team leader  

of a group of  students.  They arrived safely on November 30, 2011.  You can follow Beth by 

going to http://www.bethale.blogspot.com/. 

We have begun phase 2 of our Chilean adventure.  A new schedule has begun.  With this new schedule, we are 
waking up much earlier and getting our hands a little dirtier.  For me personally, this new schedule also includes 
preparing meals for the team (always an adventure with an extremely limited budget, varying tastes and random 
ƛƴƎǊŜŘƛŜƴǘǎ ǿƛǘƘ ƭŀōŜƭǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ Ŝŀǎȅ ǘƻ ŘŜŎƛǇƘŜǊ Χ ŀƴŘ м ŦǳƴŎǘƛƻƴƛƴƎ Ǝŀǎ ōǳǊƴŜǊύ ŀƴŘ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŜȄŜπ
cuting the teaching of a bi-weekly English class for about 10-12 neighbors. 

The week following Christmas, we visited a nearby island, Tenglo.  We enjoyed employing a different set of mus-
cles (arms and legs instead of brains and handshakes) through some hard work in the sun, and loved supporting a 
nice ministry there.  The property we worked on serves the children of the island and a house is being built to 
house a new ministry family as well.  We weeded a green house and several gardens, painted the outside and roof 
of the new house, swept a lot of sawdust, dug a trench for a septic system, cut long grass with a scythe and did 
some small cleaning jobs, too.  The team worked very hard and had great attitudes while they were working. 
 

While we were in Tenglo I saw a cow walking on the beach, wild dolphins, a funeral procession that wheeled a cof-
fin down the beach, was locked in an outhouse (story later), took my first water taxi ride in a motor boat, went 
swimming in the bayτa whole 20 yards from our front door.  We were hoping for some practical work, and I have 
ōŜŜƴ ƛƴǾƛǘŜŘ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ƳǳǎƛŎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΤ ǊƛƎƘǘ ǳǇ Ƴȅ ŀƭƭŜȅΦ 

We also became better acquainted with an American missionary family.  It was nice to rest our brains and speak 
English.  This family has been here a very long time and has seen a lot of great things happen.  They were very gen-
ŜǊƻǳǎ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǾƛǘŜŘ ǳǎ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ ŜƴƧƻȅ Ih¢ ǎƘƻǿŜǊǎΣ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǎƛƴŎŜ ǿŜΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƘŜǊŜΗ 

²Ŝ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ƻǳǊ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅ ƪƛŘΩǎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΦ 9ǾŜǊȅ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅ ŀŦǘŜǊƴƻƻƴ ƻǳǊ ǘŜŀƳ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǇǊƻǾƛŘƛƴƎ ŀ ƪƛŘǎΩ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ŘǳǊπ
ing the summer months (January and February). There is a short Bible lesson, a snack, and game time with Kirsten, 
Clay, and Jean. The first week was a great success. Just by inviting the kids on our street, we had about 12 stu-
ŘŜƴǘǎΗ LǘΩǎ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ƳƻǊŜ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƻƴǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƪƛŘǎ ǿŜ ǎŜŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǊŜŜǘ ŜǾŜǊȅ ŘŀȅΣ ŀƴŘ L Ŏŀƴ ƻƴƭȅ 
imagine how God is going to use the stories these kids bring home to help us make connections with their par-
ents/families.  

The English class I lead continues to go well.  It is difficult at times, because my class contains a 6 year old boy, up 
ǘƻ ƳƛŘŘƭŜ ŀƎŜŘ ǿƻƳŜƴ ŀƴŘ ŜǾŜǊȅ ŀƎŜ ƛƴ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴΦ  L ŀƭǎƻ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ŎƻƴǎƛǎǘŜƴŎȅΣ ǎƻ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƘŀǊŘ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ 
classes build on each other.  Still, I am confident that they are learning. 

There are a lot of homeless dogs that roam the streets.  When I arrived home one night I found that the team had 
taken in a homeless girl dog who was being picked on by the boy dogs.  She will be much safer living within our 
fenced in yard.  One of the girls bought dog food for her, so stay tuned to learn her name. 

http://www.bethale.blogspot.com/
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The Heart of Heart O the Lakes 
Loving God and Loving Others 

 

Life in Chile, as seen through Bethôs eyes. 

 

. . . if it is not powdered (most cases), milk comes in 1 
liter boxes; unrefrigerated, and mostly whole. 

. . . you may see upwards of 20 dogs in a 1 block walk.  
Most of them do not have owners. 

. . . showers are cold (for us at least). 

. . . people greet one another with touching cheeks, 
and kisses into the air. 

. . . there are sometimes random horses or cows just 
walking along the roads or on the beaches. 

. . . hosts/hostesses may invite you to partake in a 
cup of instant coffee that is stored next to their TV in 
their entertainment center. 

. . . a bus may double its maximum capacity on a 
regular basis. 

. . . almost every neighbor sells something (popsicles, 
firewood, photo copies, bread, etc.). 

. . . peanut butter is hard to come by (but very much 
enjoyed by the team).  Cookies, on the other hand, 
are very cheap and are enjoyed here on an almost 
daily basis. 

. . . a family might share dinner at 10:00pm. 

. . . traffic laws do not really matter. 

. . . each person in the home is greeted personally 
when a person enters or exits the house. 

. . . busses, stores, and even the post office play Eng-
lish music. 

Φ Φ Φ bŜǿ ¸ŜŀǊΩǎ 9ǾŜ ŀƴŘ 5ŀȅ ŀǊŜ ŀ ǿŀȅ ōƛƎƎŜǊ ŘŜŀƭ 
than Christmas. 

. . . potatoes, cucumbers, and tomatoes are eaten 
quite often, but almost always without peels/skins. 

Φ Φ Φ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ Ŏŀƭƭ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŜƭŘŜǊǎ ά¢ƛƻέ όǳƴŎƭŜύ ƻǊ ά¢ƛŀ 
(aunt).  It is very common for us to walk down the 
street and be greeted by our neighbor kids running 
ǘƻǿŀǊŘ ǳǎ ŀƴŘ ȅŜƭƭƛƴƎΣ ά¢L!Ηέ 

. . . you must travel 25 minutes by bus to reach the 
post office where a man will check a handwritten log 
to see if you have received a letter. 

. . . blonde hair, moustaches, and beards are not com-
mon. 

. . . most houses are surrounded by a metal fence 
with vertical bars. 

. . . microwaves do not exist.  Neither does Ranch 
dressing. 

. . . you can purchase a popsicle or ice cream from a 
corner store for about 60 cents. 

. . . there are several basketball courts around, but 
hardly anyone plays basketball. 

. . . homes are heated with wood stoves, and food is 
cooked on small gas stoves. 

. . . little motorboat water taxis exist. 

. . . hot dogs, instant coffee and bread are staples of 
the diet. 

. . . you tip your bagger at the grocery store. 

. . . people have 2 last namesτfirst the last name of 
your father, then your mother. 

. . . cheese comes almost exclusively in slices, and is 
always white, never yellow. 

. . . you might see a snow-tipped volcano in your 
backyard, or wild dolphins near the beach. 

. . . light switches are  horizontal, not vertical. 

. . . the stars are the clearest I have ever seen. 



The Body of Heart O the Lakes 
Build up - Love  - Encourage 

February 

3 Benjamin Baumann 

4 Jenna Ramsey 

      Andrew Cox 

      Daniel Hawthorne 

5 Jacob VanZandt 

10 Jim Oyler 

13 Dave Horner 

15 Mary Oyler 

      Mark Mellinger 

      Donna Metty 

17 Sharon Shepard 

      Galen McMunn 

18 Jason Cherry 

      Bruce Hellner 

19  Iona Osterhout 

20  Benjamin Haeussler 

21  June Joanette 

       Pam Salazar 

26  Brok VanZandt 

28  Rick Talbert 

       John Ashley 

 

Happy Anniversary 

13  Richard & Phyllis McCloe  

14 Tom & Gerri Cushman 

15 Bob & Jan VerMeulen 
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Moments with Marlene  
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by Marlene Kaye Bonney 

 I can see him now, my little blind toddler, sitting 

atop the thick phone book carefully secured on our piano 

bench, his pudgy little fingers plucking at the keys.  Head 

cocked slightly to catch every nuance of tone, he experi-

ments until he can play simple nursery rhymes he has 

heard.  My heart aches even now as I watch him through 

memoryõs softened lenses. 

 òRobbie, my Robbie, how perceptive you were in 

those growing-up years,ó I ponder. 

 òShow me yellow, Mommy,ó or òIs this green, 

Mama?ó as he sits in the yard, pulling up tufts of grass. 

 òMommy, lift me up high so I can feel the clouds.  

I want to know if theyõre sticky like cotton candy.ó 

 I can see him now, my growing blind son, inter-

acting with his many varied school friends at the Disabled 

Childrenõs Academy. 

   òMom, Jason says his skin is black, but it feels just 

like mine.  Did God make us all different colors, like the 

rainbow you told me about?ó 

 òMom, Mrs. Massey says I shouldnõt try to talk to 

Danny because he is deaf.  But I can make him hear my 

heart by touching him, canõt I?ó 

 òI love Cindy, Mom.  She lets me ride on her lap 

in her wheelchair and it can go REALLY fast!  I heard a 

visitor call her a gimp - whatõs a gimp, Mom?ó 

 My son, the friendly glue that tried to hold all 

races and debilitations and creeds together in harmoni-

ous compatibility.  

 I can see him now, my son the teenaged Master 

People-Person, as he grappled with a balance between 

building relationships, his studies, and his music produc-

tions. 

 òI know when the assignment is due, Mom.  But 

Jasonõs going through a tough time right now and he 

needs my support.ó 

 òMy piano concerts are important, I know, 

Mother, but Carol asked if I would go experience the 

park with her.  I think she needs a good listener.ó 

 I watched him, my son, Robbie, so many times 

when I thought he was unaware of my presence.  I found 

out later that he had made up a game of òI Spyó in his 

mind, identifying anotherõs approach by a keener sense of 

sound and smell unfamiliar to the sighted. 

 òOf course, I know youõre there, Mother.  The 

third stair creaks a tad different when you are coming 

to my room.  Besides, your shoes squeak.ó 

 òHi, Aunt Clare!  Thanks for the birthday pre-

sent!  Thatõs some great perfume you wear!ó 

 I remember other times, Robbie, my son, wear-

ing his brave front when he was ridiculed or snubbed. 

 òThatõs okay, Mom.  They just donõt know me, 

thatõs all . . . I wonder what hurt they have that makes 

them act like that?ó 

 My son, Robbie.  My teacher.  I remember as if 

it was yesterday, the first time he brought home his 

bride-to-be on his arm, broadly smiling, his pride beam-

ing through every pore of his body. 

 òHer nameõs Abigail, Mom.  Isnõt she BEAUTI-

FUL?!  Sheõs going to be a lawyer.ó 

 Later that same evening, I carefully broached his 

upcoming marriage. 

 òSon, you know, some people may be, uh, less 

than welcoming of Abigail.ó   Silence. 

 òShe seems like a very nice young lady, donõt 

get me wrong, but sheõs obviously Japanese, and you 

know how Uncle Sam feels about that war.  And how 

your cousin Mollie is such a stay-at-home mom, she 

frowns and calls anyone with a career a feminist.ó 

 òMom, I get so weary with sighted peopleõs 

prejudices.  Theyõre the ones who are handicapped!  

Sheõs a Christian and she loves me and I love her, and 

thatõs enough!ó 

 My son, the diplomat and the ambassador of 

good will.  He brought me, and all those who knew him 

so much unconditional love through the years!   His 

many friendships, his piano concert performances, and 

his generous donations to òlostó causes endeared him 

to all.  The world lost a valuable, promising young man 

when the ravages of the disease that took Robõs sight 

also took his life. 

 His legacy lives on through the eyes and hands 

and feet and hearts of all those who knew him, what-

ever their race, religion, political views or gender. 

 My son, Robbie, who saw more than any 

sighted person I have known. 

Perceiver of Hearts 



Kids Corner 
Find the words that have been hidden in the grid. 

Blizzard 
Boots 
Candle 
Chill 
Coat 
Cold 
December 
Fireplace 

Freeze 
Frost 
Hat 
Ice 
Merry Christmas 
Mittens 
Scarf 
Season 

Shovel 
Skates 
Sled 
Sleigh bells 
Snowflake 
Snowman 
Snowstorm 
Winter 

  



The Month At-a-Glance 
4 Ladies Retreat Day at HOTL 

5 Communion Sunday 

5    Youth Super Bowl Party 

12   Friendship Sunday 

12 Prayer Gathering 

14 Spiritual Care Meeting 

16   Elders Meeting 

18  Widows Support Group 

19   Missions Sunday 

19   Brooklyn Living Center 

21 & 23   Food Pantry 

24 & 25   Volleyball Tournament 

25  Missions Dinner 

 

 

        

         

 

 

 

SERVICE TIMES 

Sunday School - 9:15 am 

Worship Service - 10:30 am 

Church of the United Brethren in Christ 

7031 Jefferson Road Kevin Cherry, Senior Pastor 

Brooklyn, MI 49230 Wesley Skiles, Director of Youth 

2012 


