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Being on vacation, as I have been, 
places you in new locations, seeing 
new things, experiencing what is 
around you. You have more free 
time and we tend to pack it with 
activities and rest. Because there’s 
no schedule, it seems to be harder 
to maintain my quiet time. Do you 
find that true too? I typically have 
mine when I wake up. I get part of 
it done and then someone else 
wakes up and things change. We’re 
out of milk so I’m off to the 
grocery store (or for donuts!). 
Someone sugges ts  we go 
somewhere and off we go. 
   Psalm 37:4 says, “Delight 
yourself in the Lord, and He will 
give you the desires of your heart.” 
Another way of saying it is to 
spend time with Him and He will 
keep you satisfied. Being on 
vacation you see what other people 
have and it can make you 
dissatisfied. That’s when I know I 
need to get with Him and start 
thanking Him for what I do have 
(delighting myself)! 
   Delighting myself in Him is an 
act of faith. Faith is a choice not an 
argument. It’s a decision not a 
debate. It is a commitment not a 
controversy. Faith fulfills some 
need in my heart. It can be defined 
as wanting more out of life. Even 
the super-affluent are attracted to 
faith. They soon realize that all 
their wealth, social standing, and 
personal power leave a void in their 
lives. When you have more money 
than you can enjoy, what is left? 
   Saint Augustine said, “our souls 
are restless till they rest in Thee.” 

 t h e    s p i r i t    o f 
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U n i t e d  B r e t h r e n  i n  C h r i s t  

We suspect that “out there” 
somewhere there is  a lways 
something more. From where does 
this intuition come from? It is built 
into our nature. The human being has 
been called an incurably religious 
animal by instinct and by nature. 
Whatever’s “out there” will never 
satisfy like Jesus will. Most of us 
have wrestled with that a few times 
in our life. If you haven’t, you will. 
And the saying is true. 
   So be careful what you’re restless 
for, you just may get it! Wanting is 
believing that it’s possible; believing 
produces results. Strong faith is often 
the expression of deep desire. And 
doubt is the last of desire. Many 
forces can keep you from wanting to 
believe. Internal guilt can keep you 
from believing in God. Negative 
thoughts can keep you from acting 
on your faith. What are you willing 
to believe? Are you willing to 
believe that’s wrong? Wouldn’t God 
want you to believe what’s right? 
What do you want to believe (what 
are you delighting in)? What do you 
not want to believe (that the world is 
trying to get you to believe)? 
   Psalm 37:4 contains God’s promise 
of blessing when there’s faith 
present. God promises to bless the 
person who has strong desire. And 
those desires should come from Him. 
Could it be that desire and faith are 
the same in God’s eyes? “He will 
give you the desires of your heart.” 

   May your heart be for His desire. 
 

With God’s BEST in mind, 
Pastor Kevin 
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A publication of 
Heart O’ the Lakes 
United Brethren Church 
7031 Jefferson Road 
Brooklyn, MI  49230 
 
Published monthly to keep mem-
bers and friends informed of 
programs at the Church and to 
report news about the people of 
Heart O’ the Lakes. 
We welcome your articles to 
include in our Church newsletter.  
Editor:   Kathy Hurst 
 
PLEASE NOTE:  Deadline for 
copy is the 20th of each month. 
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Please pray for: 
Ministry Teams  
Our Missionaries 
Sunday School Teachers 
President Obama and his  
cabinet 
Our Military Services   
The lost in our community 
Unity in the Body of Christ 
Our Elders 
 

Each month we list individuals 
and families who attend Heart 
O’ the Lakes Church and ask 
that you pray for their good 
health, work, spiritual growth 
and strength. 
 

Jim & Catherine Eaton 
Bernard & Cheryl Eckert 
Emily Faulds 
Lauren Flick 
Cheryl Fosgate & Family 
Duane & Gary Gale 
Dan & Kelly Gautz & Family 
Kathy Gingrich 
Hank & Linda Grajek  
     & Family 
Matt & Brandy Grajek 
Dan & Doris Green 
Phil Gritzmaker & Family 
Brenda Guess & Hunter 
Jon & Debi Hale 
Sheryl Halverson 
Kevin & Sherry Hamann 
     & Family 
Tom & Michelle Haeussler 
     & Family 
Jon & Cindy Hawthorne 
     & Family 
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Three things in life that, once gone, 
never come back: 

�� Time 

�� Words 

�� Opportunity 

Three things in life that can destroy a 
person: 

�� Anger 

�� Pride 

�� Unforgiveness 

Three things in life that you should 
never lose: 

�� Hope 

�� Peace 

�� Honesty 

Three things in life that are most valu-
able: 

�� Love 

�� Family & Friends 

�� Kindness 

Three things that make a person: 

�� Commitment 

�� Sincerity 

�� Hard work 

Three things that are truly constant: 

�� Father 

�� Son 

�� Holy Spirit  
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September 
volunteer schedule 
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Bless the 
Students  
 

Dear Lord 
Jesus, 
 
     Bless the 
children and 
youth of this 
nation, returning 
to their schools and colleges. May 
your Holy Spirit enlighten their 
minds, purify their vision and 
strengthen their wills.  Protect 
them as they learn in the 
classroom and participate in 
activities outside it. May they 
learn to follow in your steps, just 
as you grew in wisdom and 
stature, and in favor with God and 
man.   AMEN 
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What’s Happening at Heart O the Lakes 
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Every Wednesday at Jackson Free 
Methodist Church, 2829 Park Dr., 
Jackson, beginning Wednesday, 
Sept. 8 from 9:15 am until 11:15 
am. Fee $25.  This year’s study is 
on the Book of Revelation.  A 
children’s program is offered for 
babies to age 5.    Call Doris Green 
for more information 529-9089. 
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Every Thursday morning at 
8:00 am starting Sept. 9th. 
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HOTL Youth Ministry 
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Check out www.SYATP.com 

 

What if you gathered with other Christians around the flag-

pole at your school on the morning of September 22 and laid 

this petition before God, "Father, may Your will be done on 

my campus as it is in heaven”?  What if all of you really 

meant that prayer?  How would that change your school? 

How would that change the lives of your friends and fellow 

students?  See You at the Pole™ can provide a powerful con-

nection between you and the other Christian students on your 

campus to pray and reach out all year long.  Let See You at 

the Pole™ be a kick-off for you to truly make a difference 

this year. Take your place in history with millions of other 

students on this Global Day of Student Prayer. 
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Finance Team 
Survey 
    

   Your HOTL Finance Team is 
diligently looking for ways to 
provide services that are cost effective and meet the needs of our church 
congregation. One recent suggestion concerned our monthly newsletter and 
the related printing, copying and mailing costs. 

   How many of you utilize your computer to pay your bills, do research, or 
keep in touch with friends? Would you be interested in receiving your 
monthly HOTL newsletter via email? This would provide a cost savings in 
paper, time in copying, plus postage to mail. It is not our intention to 
discontinue mailing the newsletter to you, if that is your preference, but for 
those who would like to receive it via email, this would be a way for us to 
save and be more efficient in the process. 

   If you don’t have a computer, would you be interested in picking up your 
monthly newsletter at HOTL? This would provide a cost savings in postage. 

   If you would like to use one of the above methods for receiving your 
monthly newsletter, please check the appropriate line, complete your name 
and email address (if applicable) and bring to the church office. 

  If you have completed and turned this form in, thank you!  We would like 
to have your input to make an informed recommendation.   

   Thank you!! 

 

_____ Yes, I would like my Newsletter sent via email each month.  My 
email address is: _____________________________________________ 

 

_____Yes, I would like to pick up my Newsletter at HOTL.  

Name: _____________________________________________________ 

 

_____ I would like to have my monthly Newsletter mailed to me at my 
winter address which is   ________________________________________ 

 

Dates I will be gone:___________________________________________ 

 

Please return form to church office. 
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F all is my all time 
favorite season. The 

farm markets are overflowing 
with fresh garden produce and 
the air is beginning to cool in 
the evenings. It’s the time of the 
plentiful harvest.  
   Farmers are out in their fields 
from morning to night bringing 
in their harvest of crops.    
Seldom would they go into a 
field or orchard for selective 
picking. Rather, when the field 
is ripe they’d bring in harvesters 
and reap the whole field at one 
time. 
  But there is also another kind 
of harvest that Jesus was 
teaching His disciples about 
written in Matthew 9:36-38: 
   “When he saw the crowds, he 
had compassion on them, 
because they were harassed and 
helpless, like sheep without a 
shepherd. Then he said to his 
disciples, 'The harvest is 
plentiful but the workers are 
few. Ask the Lord of the harvest, 
therefore, to send out workers 
into his harvest field .”   
  The harvest Jesus was 
speaking about referred to 
bringing men and women to 
faith in Christ. So often we look 
at people with natural eyes; 
Jesus looks at their spiritual 
readiness and sees people as if 
they are a huge harvest almost 
ready to be harvested. Nearly 
ripe. 
   How do we view the harvest 
in our local community? 
Perhaps all we can see are the 
immorality, wickedness, and 

lost. But a word from Jesus can 
turn resistance to openness, 
unbelief to enthusiastic faith. The 
answer is in His Word and in His 
power. 
   Having too few workers at 
harvest time can be a disaster. The 
crop can rot in the field unless 
workers are available at the right 
time, and are willing to work very 
hard for this concentrated harvest 
season.  
   But who will become a worker 
for this harvest which Jesus 
speaks of?  Jesus told them to 
“Ask the Lord of the harvest, 
therefore, to send out workers into 
his harvest field.”   
   If we were to look at the average 
Christian congregation, how many 
of the members are actually 
involved in the church’s 
harvesting activities? In America 
it seems that many are involved in 
what meets their needs and their 
children’s needs, but shy away 
from mission to meet others’ 
needs. We have an abundance of 
churches, but few workers.   
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  by Sharon Shepard 

 
   The other day I was playing 
an online game with Melissa. 
It was a quiz on how well 
you could recognize brand 
logos. Unfortunately, we 
must watch too much TV 
because we almost aced the 
quiz. I think we missed two 
or three. It made me start 
thinking as Christians how 
well do we recognize 
symbols of faith. 
   OK, I may stretch this 
concept a little bit, but here I 
go. Do your children know 
how to pray and give thanks 
for their daily meals? Do we 
admire and recognize God’s 
handiwork on a daily basis? 
Do we really understand the 
symbolism of the cross? I 
could continue on, but my 
point is, shouldn’t we 
(including myself) recognize 
these Christian logos or 
symbols without hesitation 
over what the world drones 
into our heads as being 
important to remember? I am 
sure that my remembering 
the logo for John Deere is not 
as important as my knowing 
that Christ gave his life on a 
tree for me to live eternally. 
How can we resolve this 
issue? Well I don’t own a TV 
station where I can play the 
information over and over 
again until it sticks in 
someone's brain. But we, as a 
church, have this opportunity 
through our programs, for 
example, AWANA. 
   AWANA is beginning its 
eighteenth year of service at 
Heart O’ the Lakes Church. 
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1 can Black Beans 
1 can Pinto Beans 
1 can Black-eyes Peas 
1 can of Corn (drain only half the  
 can) 
 
Drain and rinse all of the beans 
and put in LARGE bowl with 
the corn. 
 
1 med. green, red, yellow and  
 orange pepper 
1 med red onion 
2 to 3 stalks of celery 
 
Chop the peppers, celery and 
onion very small and add to 
beans and corn mixture. Mix 
well. 
 
1 cup white vinegar 
¾ cup white sugar 
½ cup olive oil OR canola oil 
1 tsp. ground cumin 
 
In a small sauce pan bring to a 
boil. Pour over the bean mixture 
and stir well. 
 
Enjoy with tortilla chips, or 

as a bean salad.  
 

Store in the fridge.  
 

Next day is always better! 

The AWANA staff has been 
meeting throughout the summer 
planning and preparing for the 
upcoming year. We have come up 
with some fun and exciting ideas 
that will give the program some 
freshness and updating. Each year 
we evaluate the program - what 
works, what didn’t - but this year 
the staff’s creative juices have 
been overflowing. 
   This year we are adding a new 
function to the program  -  
Grandparent listeners (you don’t 
have to be grandparent age to 
participate). These individuals 
will be assigned to one or two 
clubbers that they will work with 
throughout the year. Their focus 
will be to assist the clubbers in 
learning their verses, helping them 
with their Bible study sections and 
just developing a relationship with 
them. Grandparents are required 
to attend only the first half hour of 
the program, from 6:30—7:00 pm, 
after that they are free to go home 
or they are more than welcome to 
stick around and enjoy the rest of 
the evening with their new 
grandchildren. 
   As in any large program, we 
need workers: Grandparent 
listeners - who will help the 
clubber to be prepared to recite 
their verses; Helpers - who aid 
leaders in a variety of activities, 
attendance, special projects, 
games, music, etc.; Leaders - 
guide clubbers through their 
handbook, encourage them at 
game time and make sure they 
understand what was presented to 
them at Counsel Time. Each of 
these areas play a special role in 
the program, without one it makes 
it quite difficult for the others to 
function. I know that each year 
you hear us make this plea, 
because each year it is the 
AWANA staff’s goal to reach out 
to our community and touch the 
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by Tahny Lowry 

lives of those boys and girls, their 
families and friends and make 
sure that they know and 
recognize who Jesus Christ is! 
Are you ready to help in this 
effort of making sure that our 
community recognized the logos 
of the Christian faith as well as 
the logo XboxÒ WiiÒ? 
   If God is directing you to the 
AWANA program, then give me, 
Sharon Shepard, a call at 592-
5323 or Lori Scouten at 592-
8907 or Debbie Jester at 529-
4183. We would be glad to 
answer any of your questions. 
   Thank you, church, for your 
support and continued prayers!! 
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�� “Breathe a prayer of gratitude. And give those you 
love an extra measure of affection. Life is fleeting, 
and love is precious. Cherish both.” 

         —  Galen Guengerich  

 

�� “Every tomorrow has two handles. We can take hold of 
it with the handle of anxiety or the handle of faith..” 

         —  Henry Ward Beecher 

 

�� “Virtue is the doing good to mankind in obedience to 
the will of God, and for the sake of everlasting 
happiness.” 

       — William Paley 
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Moral Benefits of Wisdom  -  Proverbs 2:1-7 
 

My son, if you accept my words and store up my 
commands within you, turning your ear to wisdom 
and applying your heart to understanding, and if 
you look for it as for silver and search for it as for 
hidden treasure, then you will understand the fear of 

the LORD and find the knowledge of God. 
   For the LORD gives wisdom, and from his mouth 
come knowledge and understanding. He holds vic-
tory in store for the upright, he is a shield to those 
whose walk is blameless, for he guards the course 
of the just and protect the way of his faithful ones. 



 

“Faith is not belief without proof, 
but trust without reservation.” 
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United Brethren Church in Christ 
7031 Jefferson Road 
Brooklyn, MI  49230 

SERVICE TIMES 
Sunday School - 9:15 am 

Worship Service - 10:30 am 
Wednesday Bible 

Study/Prayer - 7:00 pm 

����Tuesday, Sept. 7 - Spiritual Care 
    Wednesday, Sept. 8 - AWANA Begins! 
    Wednesday, Sept. 8 - Women’s Community Bible Study 
Begins! 

    Thursday, Sept. 9 - Men’s Bible Study Begins! 
    Sunday, Sept. 12 - Friendship Sunday! 
    Sunday, Sept. 12 - Prayer Gathering 
    Tuesday, Sept. 14  - Women’s Evening Bible Study 
    Tuesday, Sept. 14 - Elders Meeting 
    Monday, Sept. 20 - Blood Drive 
    Tuesday, Sept. 21 - Celebration Gathering 
    Tuesday & Thursday, Sept. 21 & 23 - Food Pantry 
    Wednesday, Sept. 22 - See You At the Pole  

Back to school 


