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Last 
week my 
brother and 
I were 

watching my son, Judah, who is 
almost two years old. Judah had 
come into the kitchen to get a snack 
to eat before he started his movie, 
and after receiving it, he decided he 
didn’t want to walk the ten feet 
back into the living room. He 
reached up to me dramatically and 
started to whine. When I told him 
that he could walk into the living 
room, it was as if the world was 
coming to an end. Unbeknownst to 
me, I had made a life altering 
request of him. Judah screamed, 
cried, and threw himself to the 
ground in desperation. His tantrum 
went on for quite some time and 
took 10 times the energy it would 
have taken for him to simply walk 
the short distance. As my brother 
and I watched the performance, 
Lucas looked at me and said, “Isn’t 
it funny how we are like this with 
God?” I couldn’t help but see 
myself in Judah and make the 
connection. God could have 
provided all that I need and even 
much of what I desire, yet there are 
times when he asks me to simply 
take a few steps, and I throw a fit. I 
look at Judah and think how simple 
what I am asking him is, but I must 
understand that my son’s 
perception is quite different. To 
him my refusal to carry him is a 
huge deal. He doesn’t want to walk 
to the living room. He doesn’t feel 
like it and doesn’t see why I can’t 
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just pick him up. I think that those of 
you who have teens may identify 
with this situation, too. It seems like 
some of the simplest requests can 
evoke some impressive tirades. 
Though what you may ask from 
them is easy and simple in your eyes, 
they treat your request as if it is the 
end of the world. Now obviously for 
teens there is a lot more happening 
beneath the surface because, let’s 
face it, they are in a “delicate, 
confusing, emotional” stage of life. 
However, we can still make the 
connection to our own walks with 
God. 
 
   Our Father in Heaven takes care of 
us. He has promised to supply all 
that we need (Philippians 4:19). He 
is always present with us, and will 
work all things for our good (John 
14:16; Romans 8:28). He will not let 
us be tempted beyond what we can 
bear (1 Corinthians 10:13). He 
knows exactly what we can handle 
and where we need to be pushed and 
stretched. So our Father in Heaven 
challenges us in simple ways. He 
asks us to do things like forgive, 
pray, tell others of His sacrifice, turn 
the other cheek, walk the extra mile, 
feed the hungry, and trust in Him. 
However, those somewhat simple 
things can seem like a big deal to us, 
and we can easily waste more energy 
whining about why we “can’t” do 
them than the energy it would take to 
simply take the steps. 
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A publication of 
Heart O’ the Lakes 
United Brethren Church 
7031 Jefferson Road 
Brooklyn, MI  49230 
 
Published monthly to keep mem-
bers and friends informed of 
programs at the Church and to 
report news about the Heart O’ 
the Lakes people. 
We welcome your articles to 
include in our Church newsletter.  
Editor:   Kathy Hurst 
 
PLEASE NOTE:  Deadline for 
copy is the 20th of each month. 
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Several years ago I read an 
interesting comparison between 
the phrase “Today is the first day 
of the rest of your life,” and that 
author’s phrase “Today is the last 
day of your past.” As I remember 
the article, the writer said there 
was a difference. The first meant, 
“Get your life going the way you 
want it to go.” The second meant, 
“Let go of the past with all of its 
failures and things that hold you 
back.” 
   For the Christian, both phrases 
are true. Christ will help you get 
on with life as it is meant to be 

(phrase 1) by 
forgiving you 
of your past 
(phrase2). 
Anyway you 
look at it, Christ 
is Lord of all of 
life — past, 
present and 
future. 
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Please pray for: 
Our Church & Pastors 
Ministry Teams  
Our Missionaries 
Sunday School Teachers 
President Obama and his  
cabinet 
Our Military Services   
The lost in our community 
Unity in the Body of Christ 
Our Elders 
 

Each month we list individuals 
and families who attend Heart 
O’ the Lakes Church and ask 
that you pray for their good 
health, work, spiritual growth 
and strength. 
 

Tom & Char Barto 
Pastor Nate & Cori Baumann 
     & Judah 
Boyce Family 
Donna Burk 
Chuck & Barb Burkholder 
Ken & Nancy Bowers 
Kevin & Joann Carpenter 
Pastor Kevin & Sharon Cherry 
     & Family 
Vine Choate 
Vi Cousino 
Don Coward 
Russ & Sandy Cowen 
Sean & Christine Cox 
     & Family  
Fred & Charlotte Crandall 
Carol Cross 
Tom & Gerri Cushman 
Kent Cushman 
Mark & Taimi Demeuse 
     & Family 
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Charley Boswell, a former 
University of Alabama football star 
with hopes of a professional 
baseball career, lost his eyesight in 
World War II. But that didn’t stop 
him. He went on to become the 
National Blind Golf Champion 17 
times. He was quoted as saying, “I 
never count what I’ve lost. I only 
count what I have left.” 
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volunteer schedule 
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Heart of the Lakes Church will 
be a host site for the “Epicenter 
2010 Conference” webcast. 
   The eyes of the world are 
focused on the events in the 
Middle East, which is the 
epicenter of the dramatic events 
that are shaping our world and 
shaking our future. 
   On June 25 and 26, 2010 , at 
Philadelphia’s Kimmel Center, 
speakers Tony Perkins, Israeli 
Deputy Prime Minister Moshe 
Yaalon, Joel Rosenberg, Kay 
Arthur, Greg Laurie, Janet 
Parshall, and Lt. General (ret.) 
William Boykin will help you 
understand today’s global crisis 
in the light of Bible prophecy 
and give you practical ways to 
bless Israel and her neighbors in 
the name of Jesus, come what 
may. 
   The driving force of this 
conference is author and speaker 
Joel C. Rosenberg. Joel is an 
evangelical Christian from an 
Orthodox Jewish heritage. With 
his heritage, dept of studies and 
inside political connections in 
the Middle East, he is the best-
selling author of several books, 

including The Last Jihad, The Last 
Days, The Ezekiel Option, and 
Epicenter. In each of his novels, he 
opens with a scene that uncannily 
predicts future events. He is also 
the founder and president of the 
Joshua Fund, a nonprofit charitable 
and educational organization that 
provides humanitarian relief for 
victims of war and terrorism in 
Israel and the Muslim world. 
   The heart of the Epicenter is 
Israel, the Promised Land for His 
Chosen People. God said, “Those 
that curse Israel, I will curse, 
Those that bless Israel, I will 
bless.” 
   Come join us to learn more about 
the place dear to the heart of God 
and pray . . .  
 
When:   June 25th, 7:00-9:00 pm 
              June 26th, 8:30 –12:00 pm 
                        1:15 pm-4:30 pm 
                         7:00—9:00 pm 
 
Contact:  Church Office 592-8623 
                 Steve Scouten 592-8707 
                 to RSVP 



What’s Happening at Heart 
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Monthly Prayer Gathering 

Sunday, June 6, 7:00 pm 

An Invitation 

to a Wedding Shower 

for 

Amy Hawthorne 

Sunday, June 6th, 2:00 
pm 

Heart of the Lakes 
Church 

Fellowship Hall 

Please RSVP on 

sign-up sheet on 

Welcome Table 

‘Our Journey of Hope’ 

Rev. Percy McCray 
will present “Our 
Journey of Hope”, a 
lay ministry training 
which encompasses 
a wide range of 
topics that will 
strengthen and 
enable you to reach 
out to those facing cancer in your 
community. 
   Gain invaluable tools and multiple 
resources for reaching out, and much 
more…. 
   Event to be held June 12th at 
HOTL. Registration begins at 8:30 
am. Training session from 9:00 - 
5:00 pm. Lunch will be provided. 
Donations accepted. 
   To register for this free seminar 
contact Roby at 529-9470 or Kathy 
at the church 592-8623 by June 9th. 
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Our Family 
Labels 
Benefit 
Local Food 
Pantry 
 
 

HOTL has collected over 1,500 
UPC Bar Codes on “Our 
Family” products in the last 
two years, amounting to a 
donation of $75 towards our 
local Food Pantry! 
You can put your UPC Bar 
Codes in June’s bean pot on the 
Welcome Table. For every 500 
bar codes submitted, the Food 
Pantry receives $25.  Thanks 
for your support and thanks, 
June, for counting and 
submitting all those bar codes! 
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Summer Events (Check Your Calendar)     �
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 Please Sign Up On the Youth Bulletin Board�

Cedar Point  - Date TBA -  As soon as the date is confirmed, there will be a sign-up sheet and info on the youth bulletin board.  If you 
are interested in coming along as an adult chaperone or driver, please let Pastor Nate know. 
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transformed from glory to glory, 
and the end result will be less of us 
and more of Him! 
   Many of you make certain you 
spend quality time with your 
children or your spouse, and most 
likely can remember when you last 
carved some time out of your busy 
schedule to make that happen. Is it a 
priority to spend quality time with 
the Lord outside of church? Should 
it be? I hope you’re shaking your 
head “yes”. There are 168 hours in a 
week. How much of that time is 
actually spent in communion with 
God? Something to ponder. Another 
scripture is coming to mind, in 
closing. Let me look it up so I can 
accurately include it. 
 

“Come to me and I will 
answer you, and tell you  
great and unsearchable 

things you do not know.” 
Jeremiah 33:3  

 

The Lord is saying, call to me and I 
WILL answer you. Knowing great 
and unsearchable things, that I don’t 
yet know, is amazing. And during 
my most precious times with the 
Lord there is much revealed! Seek 
Him out! He’s always faithful and 
will never let you down. 
 
 
 

 

�

“A Time for Everything”  
 

by Sheila VanHemert 
 
A time for everything! As we 
think about all that transpires on a 
daily, monthly and yearly basis, 
time is ticking by - accompanied 
by progressive change. Some 
change is welcome, refreshing and 
expected, whereas other change 
often arrives unannounced. As I 
sit here writing, the Lord is 
showing me a picture of all the 
beauty that unfolds every Spring; 
a renewal process that’s in the 
works the entire time but it’s not 
visible. It’s happening behind the 
scenes, as we drive through 
sloppy, snow covered roads. At 
the appointed time the sun begins 
to draw closer to the earth, and 
beauty unfolds before our very 
eyes. 

 

“There is a time for every- 
thing, and a season for 

every activity under heaven.” 
 

This renewal process is ongoing 
on many levels around us, but the 
renewal of our minds and hearts is 
the soil the Lord wants to 
cultivate. It’s this soil He is most 
interested in. The day we accept 
Christ as our Lord and Savior is 
only the beginning. Our salvation 
is secure, but we’re still spiritual 
infants. A much needed 
transformation is in the works, 
and this complete 
transformation/renewal is 
something only the Lord could 
achieve. Are we willing to allow 

this transformation? Are we 
willing to take down the barriers 
that hold the Lord’s plan at a 
distance? Are we willing to hand 
over our heart, soul, mind and 
strength to Him so He can 
complete the work He started? 
The Lord is always present and 
always active. If He seems to be 
distant, it’s because YOU are 
keeping Him there. He is a true 
gentleman and only draws near to 
you when you make the choice to 
draw near to Him. 
   Seek Him out! Don’t let Him 
pass by! He yearns to fellowship 
with you! He desires to 
compassionately point out the 
weeds in your life, and give you 
opportunity to discard them. You 
may be thinking “do I have any 
weeds?” If you’re not aware of 
them, ask the Lord to point them 
out. He would be happy to do so! 
   A scripture is coming to mind, 
so I’ll be obedient to look it up. 
The reference is 1 Corinthians 
3:10 and on. Let’s see what the 
Lord wants to bring forth! Love it! 
 

“By the grace God has given me, I 
laid a foundation as an expert 
builder, and someone else is 
building on it. But each one 
should be careful how he builds. 
For no one can lay any foundation 
other than the one already laid, 
which is Jesus Christ. If any man 
builds on his foundation using 
gold, silver, costly stones, wood, 
hay or straw, his work will be 
shown for what it is because the 
Day will bring it to light. It will be 
revealed with fire, and the fire will 
test the quality of each man’s 
work. If what he has built 
survives, he will receive his 
reward. If it is burned up, he will 
suffer loss; he himself will be 
saved, but only as one escaping 
through the flames.” 
 

   Interesting set of passages! 
Thank you Lord! We all are being 



Chris Grajek 
Columbia Central High School 
 
Chris plants to attend Ferris 
State University where he will 
pursue a degree in Pharmacy. 
Chris was the captain of the 
Wresting Team during his junior 
and senior years. He also played 
on the football team for three 
years.  
 
Parents:  Hank & Linda Grajek 
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   Graduates  2010 

CJ Adams  
Napoleon High School 
 
CJ will be attending JCC to 
study Criminal Justice. CJ 
played basketball at Napoleon 
High School where the team 
won the District and Regional 
Championships. CJ received 
All-Conference honors along 
with Jackson Citizen Patriot & 
J-TV Player of the Year for 
Jackson County. CJ was also 
named J-TV Scholar athlete. 
 
Parents:  Ray & Amy VanZandt 

College Graduates 
Jason Cherry  
Jason graduated from Judson 
University with a Bachelor of 
Arts in Architecture. Jason plans 
to do a year internship in an 
architectural firm, then go back 
to Judson for another year to 
complete his Master’s degree in 
Architecture. 
 
Amy Hawthorne  
Amy graduated from Indiana 
Wesleyan University with a 
Bachelor of Science degree in 
Business Administration. Amy is 

Jennifer Ramsey 
Columbia Options 
 
Jenna plans to attend either 
Jackson Community College or 
Washtenaw Community 
College.  She will be selecting 
the area of study she will pursue 
soon. 
 
 
Parents:  Pam Ramsey and 
Randy Ramsey 
 

getting married to Cole Lantz on 
June 19th. She is seeking 
employment in the business field. 
They plan to stay in Indiana for 
the time being, as Cole has a small 
business there, but have plans to 
settle in North Carolina in the near 
future. 
 
Beth Hale 
Beth received her Master of Arts 
in Higher Education degree from 
Taylor University in Indiana. She 
has accepted a position with 
Bryan College in Dayton, 
Tennessee as a Residence Hall 
Director. 

Brian Hale 
Brian graduated from the 
University of Michigan with a 
Bachelor of Science in 
Engineering Degree. Brian plans 
to pursue a career in Aerospace 
Engineering. 

 

Debbie Rubley 
Debbie graduated with honors 
from JCC and received a Medical 
Assistant Certificate. She plans to 
finish her externship and find a 
part-time job.�
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1 gallon 2% milk 
1 stick butter or margarine 
2 cups sugar 
20 oz. long grain rice 

 

   Put all ingredients together in a 
large pot (stock pot works best). 

   Start out on high and keep stirring 
periodically. When it comes up to a 
boil, turn heat down to medium and 
keep stirring periodically for about 
45 minutes until it starts to get 
thick. Really have to watch it and 
keep stirring! 

   Put 4 eggs into a bowl. Beat and 
add in 1 tsp. vanilla. Gradually add 
a little of the hot rice mixture in 
with the eggs. Pour the warmed 
eggs in with the rest of the rice 
mixture.  

   Pour into a very large serving dish 
and sprinkle on top with generous 
amount of cinnamon. 

   You can cut the recipe in half for 
a small group. You can also add 
raisins to the pudding. 

 
 

“A friend gave me the 
recipe a long time ago and 
said that it came from the 

Coney Island.” 
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�� hen Harry and Agnes of 
Snohomish, Washington, 

got married, they intentionally 
decided to have a strong family 
life. So when they had children, 
they built a summer cabin on a 
small island. There they played 
games and spent time together. 
They prayed and showed 
Christian love to others. When 
Harry and Agnes died, the family 
didn’t stop gathering. 
   As Agnes neared death, she 
said: “I’ve done everything I 
wanted to do. I have no regrets.” 
She had lived an intentional life, 
planned out as well as could be 
expected. 
   At Agnes’ funeral, the pastor 
said: “Our time on earth is limited, 
and God calls us to be good 
stewards by living intentionally. 
That means using everything we 
have . . . in ways that would 
delight God. So that at the end of 
our lives, we might have no 
regrets. 

A Father’s Orders  
 

“Hear, O Israel! 
The LORD is our God, 
The LORD is one! 
You shall love the LORD your God 
with all your heart 
and with all your soul 
and with all your might. 
These words, 
which I am commanding you today, 
shall be on your heart. 
You shall teach them diligently 
to your sons 
and shall talk of them 
when you sit in your house 
and when you walk in the way 
and when you lie down 
and when you rise up. 
You shall bind them 
as a sign on your hand, 
and they shall be as 
frontals on your forehead. 
You shall write them 
on the door posts of your house 
and on your gates.” 
 

Deuteronomy 6:4-9  (NASB) 
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�� “A father’s words are like a thermostat that sets the 

temperature in the house” 

         —  Paul Lewis  

 

�� “God possesses infinite knowledge and an awareness 
which is uniquely His. At all times, even in the midst of 
any type of suffering, I can realize that He knows, 
loves, watches, understand, and more than that, He has 
a purpose.” 

         —  Billy Graham 

 

�� “Live in the world as if only God and your soul were 
in it; then your heart will never be made captive by 
any earthy thing.” 

       — John of the Cross 
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Do you need a Christian tune-
up?   
 
 
 

If so, here are five tune-up specials for you: 
 
1. Adjust your lights so others may see your good  
 works. 
 
2. Set your timing so as to be at the meeting on  
 time. 
 
3. Adjust the brakes on your tongue. 
 
4. Align your direction so that you may stay on the  
 straight and narrow. 
 
5. Anti-freeze your heart and be fervent in spirit.  
 Above all things, love the Lord your God with  
 all your heart and soul and mind. 



 
 
 

kIDS’ PAGE 
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“O LORD Almighty, 
blessed is the man who trusts in you.” 

Psalm 84:12 
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SERVICE TIMES 
Sunday School - 9:15 am 

Worship Service - 10:30 am 
Wednesday Bible 

Study/Prayer - 7:00 pm 

����Tuesday, June 1 - Fitness Quest &  Weight Loss Challenge 
    Thursday, June 3 - Columbia Options Graduation 
    Friday, June 4 - Columbia Central Graduation 
    Saturday, June 5 - Fellowship Hall/Kitchen Rental 
    Sunday, June 6 -  Children’s Ministry Sunday! 
    Sunday, June 6 - Amy Hawthorne Wedding Shower 
    Sunday, June 6 - Napoleon Graduation 
    Sunday, June 6 - Monthly Prayer Gathering 
����Tuesday, June 8 -  Spiritual Care 
����Saturday, June 12 - Journey of Hope Seminar 
    Sunday, June 13 - Friendship Sunday 
    Sunday, June 13 - Youth Group Silent Auction/Lunch�
���Wednesday, June 16 - Community Wide Schools Out Bash! 
    Monday, June 21 - Youth Group Leaves for Mexico Mission Trip 
    Friday– Saturday, June 25-26 - Epicenter Conference 2010 
    Monday, June 28 - Youth Group Returns From Mexico  

Remember to fly 

your American 

flag on June 

14th! 
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