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HAPPY _

Mother’s

in Christ

Flowers are blooming, the grass
is growing, birds are chirping,
yucky bugs are coming out ... yep,
spring is here! For me, that means
it's time for softball!

| grew up playing ball. | started
probably in 4th grade or so. |
remember my
very first
practice very
vividly. The
kind Reverend
Malsak was
the coach.
One of his
daughters whc
was helping
gently told my
parents that
my glove was
too small for
softball and
that | would need a bigger mitt.
After they helped me catch a few
balls, it was my turn to bat. | was
nervous, and didn't get to watch
anyone else do it before me. |
picked out the prettiest bat and
trying to be confident as | walked
right up to the plate, and then stood
on it. | figured you stood on the
bases, so this funny shaped thing
must be where | stand to hit the
ball! The adult pitcher quietly
chuckled and Rev. Malsak told me,
“The ball gets thrown over the
plate, sweetie, so you stand here,
next to it.” | blushed and was so
embarrassed. The coaches
encouraged me and kept teaching
me how to get better all season.

RII

| played softball every year after
that, with the exception of a few
years around college. | got good at
it. | had some great coaches, and a
few not so great. God had given me
an athletic ability that clicked on the
softball diamond. It made me feel
good to hear the boys say, “Wow,
you hurt
my hand!
You
throw
like a
guy!”
There
were
hours and
hours of
drills,
practices,
and
mental
strategy.
All that
work made playing ball second
nature, formed muscle memory and
strength, and drilled how to react in
situations into my brain. By high
school | was switch bunting, doing
slide bys and stealing bases. | was
young. My body was in shape and
could recover quickly from a pulled
muscle or large strawberry on my
leg. My legs were strong for
running, and my throwing arm was
accurate and reliable. | wanted to
win and continue getting better.

Now, | am not so young. | am not
in shape and don't think about
softball strategy all that often. Of
course | am the first one to sign up
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A publication of

Heart O’ the Lakes
United Brethren Church
7031 Jefferson Road
Brooklyn, Ml 49230

Published monthly to keep mem-
bers and friends informed of
programs at the Church and to
report news about the Heart O’
the Lakes people.

We welcome your articles to
include in our Church newsletter.
Editor: Kathy Hurst

PLEASE NOTE: Deadline for
copy is the 20th of each month.

though when Joann Carpenter
passes around the sign up sheet
for church league softball. The
first year | played church ball,
after several years of being out
of the game, | was nervous.
Could I still fire a line drive

from short to first? Would | be
able to swing a bat and connect
with the ball? My glove has
been placed away, getting dusty
and still. How would | go?

Well, guess what? It all came
back! All those years of
practicing, all those years of
drilling skills into muscle
memory, it came back! | could
still play! I may not hit the ball
as far, run as fast, or be as
accurate as | was on Varsity, but
| wasn't bad. | sure was sore
though! | was using muscles |
had forgotten about! | am
thankful that those muscles are
still there and remember what to
do and how to do what | needed
them to!

As | dusted off my glove and
cleats for this year’s season of
church softball, it got me
thinking about my spiritual
skills. What am | good at
spiritually? What do | excel at
when it comes to helping others
for Christ? Looking back at my
life, what has God drilled into
my spiritual muscle memory?
Have | allowed God to be my
coach, making me a better
servant for Him? Am | in shape
enough to recover from an
injury? What do | need to be
stretching so | am ready to play
when the coach puts me in?

When we first come to Christ,
it is like that first softball
practice where we are standing
on home plate with a small

Please pray for:

Our Church & Pastors
Ministry Teams

Our Missionaries

Sunday School Teachers
President Obama and his
cabinet

Our Military Services

The lost in our community
Unity in the Body of Christ
Our Elders

Each month we list individuals
and families who attend Heart
O’ the Lakes Church and ask
that you pray for their good
health, work, spiritual growth
and strength.

Bob & Sheila VanHemert
& Family
Paul & Melissa Velandra
Bob & Jan VerMeulen
Carl & Cindy Watkins
Betty Jean Watson
Scott & Cindy Weaver
Terry & Cookie Wilkison
Lee & Tami Willard
Paul & Rose Mary Williamson
Joann Wyman
Paul & Mary Yarbrough
Emily Zeiger
Carol Zimmerman
Phil & Tina Abbey & Family
Sandy Andres
John & Jill Ashley
Barry & Jacob Archer
Michael Angles
Don & Mary Baird
Marty & Jennifer Baird
& Family



%

# 0%
C(

Ro Ro

& # %)
& # *

volunteer schedule

glove. We have an idea of what to d{
but we need encouragement and
direction from others. We need a
teachable spirit. We need to be
flexible to see what position we work
best in to help the team. God gives
each of us gifts that work together to
help win. We need to be practicing
those to keep getting better, so that
when our name is called to get into
the game, we are ready and have th
muscle memory to know what to do.
Winning spiritually is living out our
relationship with Christ, and seeing
others come to know Christ as their
savior. | want to be working on my
spiritual gifts and hit a homerun for
Christ.

So where are you this spring? Wha
gift has God given you? Are you
using it? What do you need to “dust
off” to help you get back into the
action? Who could you be coaching,
or what do you still need some
coaching on? Are you coming to
practice? Are you learning any new
drills? Romans 12:4-6 (New
International Version) saySJust as
each of us has one body with many
members, and these members do ng
all have the same function, so in
Christ we who are many form one
body, and each member belongs to
all the others. We have different gifts
according to the grace given us.”
These gifts do us no good if they are
sitting in the closet, gathering dust. I
these is a gift you haven't used in
awhile, have confidence that becaus
it is from God, it will come back to
you! You may be a little rusty or sor¢
at first, but it is worth getting out and
using!

by Cori Baumann
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What's Happening at Heart O the Lakes

"#$1%& '

Men’s & Women'’s Softball leagues are
forming now with games starting on
May 3 for Women (at Cooperstown in
Jackson) and May 11 for Men (at Sharp

Park). Schedule of games coming soon|

See Joann Carpenter.

LifeWay Women Suvesits
LIVING FRUVUI LIVE

ratuing B€LH Moore

Reminder that the Beth Moore Living
Proof Live event is May 21-22. For
those wishing to car pool, we will
meet in the church parking lot Friday
between 1:00-1:30 pm. Michelle
Rankin has reserved several rooms §
Staybridge Suites in Kentwood,
which is 12 miles from VanAndel. If
you have questions, contact Michelle
at 522-5362.

We need graduates!

If you have a high school or
college graduate in your family
this year, or know of one in the
church family, please contact
Kathy in the church office — 592-
8623. We want to be sure to
include all our graduates in the
June Newsletter!

it
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What: Cleaning and repair work /
Who: Everyone! ™~
When: May 8th N>
When: 9:00 am until Noon
Where: HOTL Church
Lunch: Potluck - bring a dish
to pass. Grills will be provided if
you want to grill out!

We need workers for:
|

weeding
repair
little jobs
big jobs

and fix up the

Come and help clear

At

church at the Spring
Work Day. There is
a lot to do and many
hands make light
work. We could sure
use your help!

Sunday, May 23rd the
“Young at Heart” (55+ group)
will be having a Sunday dinner
together in our church
Fellowship Hall at 12:30 pm
Bring a dish or two to pass.
Table service provided. A
“Hymn Sing-a-Long” with our
own Charlene Knickerbocker at
the piano/keyboard will follow
dinner. Invite your friends and
neighbors to join us! It would
be helpful if you signed up at
the Welcome Center so we
know how many place settings
to have. We will have a great
time eating and fellowshipping
together! See or call Jan
Talbert 782-6046 if you have
guestions.

An attractive selection of cloth-
ing, accessories, shoes, kitchen
utensils, and linens will be offered
for sale at bargain prices! Dona-
tion of good, clean condition will
be accepted oMonday and
Tuesday, May 17 & 18—9:00 -
5:00 pm and Wednesday, May
19—9:00 am until NOON!

Many volunteers are needed!!!



HOTL Youth Ministry
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DAY OF PRAYER
! - 0
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National days of prayer have occurred since 17 Hervthe Continental
Congress asked the nation to join in a petitiordfeine guidance. Since
then, 34 of 44 U.S. presidents have called for d@dysayer during times of
crisis, including George Washington, Abraham Lim¢aVoodrow Wilson,
Franklin Roosevelt, George H.W. Bush, and Georg@&Wgh. This has been
the tradition of our nation from its founding.

In 1952, both houses of Congress passed legislesi@mblishing an official
Day of Prayer. It was signed into law by Presidéatry Truman. In 1988,
Congress passed an amendment to the earlier lagndéag the first
Thursday of May as the annual National Day of Praykis has been our
cherished history, which is supported by milliofig\mericans of all faiths.

Unfortunately, that heritage of prayer has comesunmrelenting assault.
On April 15, 2010, federal judge Barbara Crabbesksa ruling striking
down the National Day of Prayer as unconstitutioAadd now, a small
group of naysayers in Albuquerque has demandedhie@&entagon cancel
its planned National Day of Prayer on May 6thsltime to say, Enough is
enough.”

America is engulfed in bloody wars on two frontfiase men and women
are fighting and dying for the cause of libertyeymeed, and deserve, the
prayers of people of faith during their time of sf@e. We at the National
Day of Prayer Task Force ask the American peoptiefend the right to
pray in the Pentagon and to call on President Oliarpeepare a vigorous
defense against the egregious decision by JuddeCra

We can be silent no more!

by Shirley Dobson
Chairperson
National Day of Prayer Task Forcg

If you would like to sign a petition to Presidenb&na asking for his
administration to prepare a vigorous defense agtiesdecision of the
U.S. District Court of the Western District of Wistsin paste the
website below into your.
http://nationaldayofprayer.org/news/save-the-national-day-of-
prayer/petition/

Memorial Day
Pray

We remember, O Lord, all those men
and women who have made the
supreme sacrifice for our country. Do
not let us breathe the air of freedom
or claim the right to justice or enjoy
the privilege of worship without
remembering with great gratitude
those who gave the last full measure
of devotion - their very lives - for our
benefit. May they now know the
peace of eternity and the joy of Your
presence. Through Jesus Christ our
Lord. AMEN

~gY i
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My souL WAITS,

AND IN HIS WORD
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A Mother’s Prayer Why God Made Moms~
Make me a wise mother, O Lord. Keep
me calm and give me patience to begr
the small, irritating things in the daily
routine of life. Give me tolerance and| ! " #
understanding to bridge the gulf
between my generation and that of my %
children. & ' $
Let me (
not be too Lo ) *
fef'{‘ddy o % $ $ 9
QUI e my ‘ 0, *
children’s &, & $ (
stumbling
feet, but .
allow me '
to be ever  grmET wg #
near to +
bind their
bruises.
Give me a 1o#
sense of humor that | may laugh with $ $
them but never at them. Let me refraip
from preaching with words.
Keep me from forcing their I % %
confidences, but give me a sympathetic
ear when my children come to me. + # + #)
Make me humble. Keep my children $
close to me, O Lord, though miles may &
separate us. And let Your light so shipe
upon me that they, too, will perceive :
Your glory. AMEN o
St. Philip Episcopal Churclh & ./00
Rochester, Minnesota
I % $
% % #
$
#
I % # )
#
% 1 $
& + % )
+ )
! $
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+#
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Prayer for our Country

| received this e-mail some time ago and recerdipe across it again. In
light of our National Day of Prayer this monthhbtght it worthy to
include in this month’s newsletter. This prayer aagd by commentator
Paul Harvey on his radio program, ‘The Rest of$hary,” and received a
larger response to this program than any otheraseckier aired. With the
Lord’s help, may this prayer sweep over our natind wholeheartedly
become our desire so that we again can be c&lee nation under

God.’

“Heavenly Father, we come before you today to

ask your forgiveness and to seek your direction

and guidance. We know Your Word says, ‘Woe to
those who call evil good,’ but that is exactly what

we have done. We have lost our spiritual

equilibrium and reversed our values. We have
exploited the poor and called it the lottery. We

have rewarded laziness and called it welfare. We
have killed our unborn and called it choice. We

have shot abortionists and called it justifiable. W e
have neglected to discipline our children and

called it building self-esteem. We have abused

power and called it politics. We have coveted our
neighbor’s possessions and called it ambition.

We have polluted the air with profanity and
pornography and called it freedom of expression.

We have ridiculed the time-honored values of our
forefathers and called it enlightenment. Search

us, O God, and know our hearts today; cleanse us

from every sin and set us free. AMEN”

Dressing:
cup canola oll
cup rice vinegar
3 tablespoons sugar
Y4 tsp. salt
Y tsp. pepper

Salad:

1 package (3 0z.) ramen noodle
soup mix (any flavor)

1 bag (16 o0z.) coleslaw mix
(shredded cabbage and carrots)

8 medium green onions, sliced

% cup sliced almonds

1 medium red bell pepper, cut
into 1 x 1/8 —inch strips

2 seedless oranges, peeled,
coarsely chopped - or one can
of mandarin oranges

2 cups coarsely chopped fresh
baby spinach leaves

1. Inalarge bowl, beat dressing in-
gredients with wire whisk until
sugar is dissolved and mixture is
well blended.

2. Break up ramen noodles in bag
before opening. Discard season-
ing packet from soup package.
Add noodles and all remaining
salad ingredients except oranges
and spinach to dressing; toss to
mix well. Stir in oranges and
spinach. Serve immediately or
refrigerate up to 8 hours.

63% less fat - 50% fewer

calories - 70% more vitamin C than
original recipe!!!
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In God’s Eye

A well known speaker started off his
seminar by holding up a $20
bill. In the room of 200, he
asked, “Who would like this
$20 bill?” Hands started going
up. He said, “I am going to give
this $20 to one of you, but first
let me do this.”

He proceeded to crumple the
dollar bill up. He then asked,
“Who still wants it?” Still the
hands were up in the air.
“Well,” he replied, “What if |
do this?” And he dropped it on
the ground and started to grind
it into the floor with his shoes.

He picked it up all crumbled and dirty.
“Now who still wants it?” Still the hands
went up in the air.

My friends, you have all learned a very

valuable lesson. No matter what | did to the
money, you still wanted it because it did not
decrease in value.

It was still worth $20.”

Many times in our lives, we are
dropped, crumbled, and ground into
the dirt by the decisions we make and
the circumstances that come our way.
We feel as though we are worthless.
But no matter what has happened or
what will happen, you will never lose
your value in God’s eyes. To Him,
dirty or clean, crumpled or finely
creased, you are still priceless to Him.
Psalm 17:8 states that God will keep
us, “as the apple of His eye.”

Thought: The worth of our lives
comes not from what we do or who
we are, but by whose we are! You are special -
Don't ever forget it!

“Mothers write on the hearts of their children what
the world’s rough hand cannot erase.”

— Author Unknown

“In the time of your life, live — so that in that
wondrous time you shall not add to the misery and
sorrow of the world, but shall smile to the infanit
variety and mystery of it.”

— William Saroyan

“Ours is a world of nuclear giants and ethical iitfa
We know more about war than we know about
peace, more about killing than we know about living
We have grasped the mystery of the atom and
rejected the Sermon on the Mount.”

— General Omar Bradley
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ThursdayMay 6 - National Day of Prayer

SaturdayMay 8 - Church Work Day

SundayMay 9 - Mother’s Day!!

Monday,May 10 - Women'’s Softball HOTL vs. Brooklyn
Friday,May 14 - Wedding Rehearsal

SaturdayMay 15 - Jester/Hyatt Wedding

Monday,May 17 - Blood Drive

Monday May 17 - Women’s Softball Double Header
Monday- FridayMay 17-21- Missions Garage Sale Week

SERVICE TIMES Friday-SaturdayMay 21-22- Beth Moore Living Proof Live

Sunday School - 9:15 am SundayMay 23 - Young at Heart Dinner
Worship Service - 10:30 am ThursdayMay 27 - Last Friends for Fitness Class
Wednesday Bible SaturdayMay 29 - Wedding
Study/Prayer - 7:00 pm MondayMay 31 - Memorial Day!

r"/’ﬁ 1123 456 "
@ 4 United Brethren Church in Christ 3&6 7358
Q'// ' 7031 Jefferson Road ?7 956 :,

Brooklyn, Ml 49230 ;<195

“Nothing loosens a person’s grip like giving
things away. It purifies motives

and lightens the heart.”
— John Maxwell




