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Whenever we attend a meeting | occupiers. There were little group of

we can see it as a miscellaneous | militias, a few who were out of
Church Staff cluster of people who come control with personal behavior,
: together. There's a buzz of plotting - it's not new. In the days
Kevin Cherry . . L e
Senior Pastor conversation. Some of those leading up to 'ChI’IS'[ S crucm)_(lon
revkev@comcast.net attending know each other well, and resurrection there's a wide
while others are there for the first | expression of life described in the
Nate Baumann time. The leader always has some| Bible. He was paraded before people
Associate Pastor for Youth words to begin the meeting. The as great. He taught the crowds. He
happychurchguy@yahoo.com most famous ones are probably spent time with His men hanging
“this meeting will please come to out. He was talked about - loved and
Kathy Hurst order.” That quiets things. That despised. Some saw Him as a
Secretary says the purpose for which we’'re | dangerous radical. He was not
hurstka@comcast.net gathered will begin - because we | meticulous enough with the Law to
ARE here for a purpose. It takes satisfy the legalists. While they
Phyllis Rymer some directing, some knowledge, | looked at order through behavior, so
Pam Ramsey some information, some action. It | did He, but differently. He says
Custodial Staff has the potential for battle as well | “order” by focusing more on people
as order. than rules. There was more freedom
Feature Stories We value our freedom. Freedom| in that. There was more meaning
can also lead us to poor choices, and purpose. In doing that, living
, . lack of purpose, wandering and that way, He was showing what God
What's Happening sometimes chaos. We look at was really like, and that God’s ways
At HOTL freedom in our world - to form were better than our ways.
page 4 militias, to own computers, to be There always seemed to be a battle
the greatest golfer in the world yet | being set up when Jesus came
Book Review be out of control. There’s a lot of | around. Jesus makes a point of it,
page 6 possibilities for order - just to
function, to function well, and to “| say to you, Moses did not
give meaning. God’s idea of order give you the bread from heaven
is intended for the I_ater. H(? wants (He gave you the Law), but
man to hav_e mea}nlng. We re My Father gives you the true
looking for it. We're searching. We bread f heaven. For the
try this thought and that idea. Our readirom he '
heart pulls us in questionable bread of God is He who comes
directions sometimes because down from heaven and gives life
there’s a battle. to the world . . | am the bread
Holy Week helps us with this - of life. He who comes to Me
with ideas of freedom, order, and shall never hunger, and he who
meaning. In Jesus’ day a certain believes in Me shall never
amount of freedom was taken away thirst.” John 6:32-33, 35
from the Israelites by Roman




01 hrough him and for his name's sake, we received
grace and apostleship to call people from among all
the (Gentiles to the obedience that comes from ‘faith."
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A publication of

Heart O’ the Lakes
United Brethren Church
7031 Jefferson Road
Brooklyn, Ml 49230

Published monthly to keep mem-
bers and friends informed of
programs at the Church and to
report news about the Heart O’
the Lakes people.

We welcome your articles to
include in our Church newsletter.
Editor: Kathy Hurst

PLEASE NOTE: Deadline for
copy is the 20th of each month.

There’s disorder all around us,
battle lines drawn. We get weary
of it. The battle lines of good
and evil don’t run along borders
of race or age or wealth. But the
battle lines of good and evil
often divide the heart. We
choose our own side. We
choose, usually not according to
truth, but how we respond to an
appeal. Jesus was living to
appeal to something new and
different than how the world,
even the religious world, was
living. He holds out something
that we know is missing within.
We push it away knowingly at
times. At some point in every
life ignorance stops being the
issue and we either choose to
follow the voice that resonates in
our soul or we opt for willful
disobedience.

That's why Jesus saitiDo
not think that | came to bring
peace on earth. | did not
come to bring peace but a
sword. For | have come to
set a man against his father,
a daughter against her
mother, and a daughter-in-
law against her mother-in
law, and a man’s enemies
will be those of his own
household.”

Matthew 10:34-36

God DOES want families to
function together, but what He's
saying is that unfortunately, the
truth of Jesus is a divider. You
may be reminded of that at your
Easter dinners. On many issues
there can be shades of gray,
except here. The whole world,
right down to households, have
realms of light and darkness.
With the life and death of Jesus,
the Kingdom of God was
defined in the hearts of those

-

Please pray for:

Our Church & Pastors
Ministry Teams

Our Missionaries

Sunday School Teachers
President Obama and his
cabinet

Our Military Services

The lost in our community
Unity in the Body of Christ
Our Elders

Each month we list individual
and families who attend Hea
O’ the Lakes Church and ask
that you pray for their good
health, work, spiritual growth
and strength.

Steve & Lori Scouten
& Family
Dan & April Scott & Family
Char & Marsha Sharp
Doug & Sharon Shepard
Melissa Shepard
Carol Shell
Lee & Bonita Smith
& Family
Marv & Helen Smith
Nathan & Sarah Spitzley
& Family
Greg & Gayle Stoops
& Family
Hans & Barb Stuermer
Al & Violet Szenas
Rick & Jan Talbert
Zeke & Vickie Torres
David Thompson
Ray & Amy VanZandt

—~ O

& Family

KDonna Varoskovic & Fam)ill
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with geographical boundaries.

The circumstances of what we call
Holy Week force men to face this
disorder, this battle, this Divider. Theg
events of the week, though chaotic g
times, were orderly from God’s
perspective - bringing about ultimate
order in the life of the individual.
That was God's goal, order for your
soul. Do you have it?

With God’s BEST in mind,
Pastor Kevin

Divine
Electricity

Can you recognize and appreciate
your place in the Kingdom of God
from your earthly vantage point?

The following analogy of the powe
of our tri-part God and how we relatq
as his creation was recently brought
to mind.

God is the Powerhouse or Power
Source; the Generator. The Holy
Spirit is the flow of that Power or the
Divine Electrical current. Jesus is the
Switch that was flipped ON when He
was resurrected from the dead!

Now for the part we take, as God’s
people, in this Divine Electrical
Network. God places us along the
conduit which carries the Power of
the Holy Spirit. There are a multitude
of functions He has established for u
to accomplish as the Holy Spirit's
Power flows from God throughout
this network.

Some of us may be lights to shine,
some may be receptacles for others
plug into allowing that Power to flow
through us to someone else or we
may be “installed” for other specific
service. But there is another part of
this network that needs to be
addressed. The circuit breakers.

—

When human hands fastened
the divine hands to a cross with
spikes, it wasn’t the soldiers
who held the hands of Jesus
steady. It was God who held
them steady. For those
wounded hands were the same
invisible hands that had carried
the firepot and the torch two
thousand years earlier. They
were the same hands that had
brought light into Abram’s
thick and dreadful darkness.
They had come to do it again.

So the next time doubt walks
in, escort him out. Out to the
hill. Out to Calvary. Out to the
cross where, with holy blood,
the hand that carried the flame
[Qurote the promise,God would
give up his only son before
he’d give up on you.”

UpWords Ministries

S

www.maxlucado.com




Adopt-A-Teen

We are looking for adults interested
in and willing to become involved in
the life of a member of our youth
group by becoming a teen mentor.
The purpose of this relationship is f
the adult to provide

encouragement/emotional support for

the teen.

We are seeking a 1 year
commitment from both the adult ang
teen. Each month during that year,
we are suggesting that the adult
donate $10.00 (in specifically
provided envelopes) per month
toward a “retreat/mission trip fund”
for the teen. The monthly donation i
not required and will not deter the
mentoring relationship.

The plan is for the teen to perform
at least 1 chosen task per month fo

the adult. The task could be anything

from raking leaves to babysitting or
anything in between. Also, the teen
and the adult would exchange prayé
requests/concerns or praises and b
open to talking about how God
responds to those request/concerns
praises.

Training for the adults will be
provided by Pastor Nate but will not

require an extensive amount of tima.

If you have questions about this
program you can talk with Pastor
Nate, Sharon Shepard or Cheryl
Fosgate for more details.

Please sign up by placing your
name on the list on the Welcome
Table.
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HOTL will be hosting a
Women’s Emmaus Walk
beginning Thursday, April 15th
through Sunday, April 18th.

We are grateful to God for the
beautiful facilities at HOTL and
to be able to share them with
others!

(0]

The annual HOTL Spring
Rummage Sale returns just in time
for your spring cleaning chores.
Organized by the women of the
Missions Ministry Team, an
attractive selection of clothing,

accessories, shoes, kitchen utensils

and linens will be offered for sale
at bargain prices! Donations in
good, clean condition will be
accepted oMonday and
Tuesday, May 17 and 18 from

f9:00 am to 5:00 pm and on

Wednesday from 9:00 am until
NOON! Now is the time to start
clearing out these items and setting
them aside to bring to the Spring
Rummage Sale to help support our
mission projects!

Many volunteers are needed to
sort, set-up, assist with sales and
share the love of Christ with
others!

See Charlene Knickerbocker if
you have any questions.

Py

Easter

Brunch
at HOTL

Bring the whole family and
join us in the Fellowship
Hall during the Sunday
School hour (9:15—10:15
am) and enjoy great food
and good conversation in
celebration of our Lord’s
Resurrection!

The Brunch is a collection
of food items that people
bring to share.

If you would like to bring
a food item, sign up sheets
are available on the
Welcome Table.
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HOTL Youth Ministry
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nation by a direct revelation. loving us, listening to our cries

Ur and the rest of the world for help.
were worshiping idols. Abraham Now is the time for us to find
was to be the father of a that time for God. He loves you.
generation that would number Is it easier to stay where we are
the grains of sand of the seas than to go where God wants us to
and the stars of God’s heavenly go? ..... HELP us! .......
realm. It was the Nation of NUDGE us along!..... GIVE us

Israel and would be God’ s own
people of which salvation and
redemption would come to the
whole world.

Halley’'s Bible Job, who was the most widely | ‘ . bt
Handbook known man of his time, was also n our weakness to succumb to
: from the city of Ur. Moses, who temptations, we all have th?
by Carol Miles ' potential to become a circuit

was living at that time, knew
Have you ever wondered how wle Job and possibly wrote the book
got the Bible and its history? Or| of Job. Ur was at its highest

breaker. When we allow
ourselves to become distracted by
the things of this world, whether

about the world powers of the point at that time. thev are trials that come or Uraes
Bible? Well, | wondered about Halley's Bible Handbook of gur desires, we become cir?:uit
these things. So, when | was also told me that Noah'’s life ;

breakers and interrupt or block
the Power of the Holy Spirit to
flow through us.

Distractions such as anxiety,
doubt, worry, unforgiveness,
bitterness, anger, lusts will all
cause us to ‘POP” as a circuit and

reading and studying different extended to the birth of
areas of my Bible, | found certain Abraham and overlapped by
words that | needed clarification| Methuselah by 600 years.
on their meaning, and also follow Methuselah’s life overlapped
up references of certain verses.| Adam’s by 243 years. So,
For further helps | picked up my| Abraham could learn about

Halley’s Bible Handbook. Noah’s account of the flood . o

Halley’s Handbook gives a directly by Shem, Noah's son. glterrup’{/\t/?]e Divine quw ?]f Lord
summary of all church history, Also, learning about Adam and kowe_r. H en Wﬁ r((e;st in the Lor
archaeological discoveries, the Garden of Eden by nowing He is the Generator or

Author of this Network, we
remain the effective appliances
God has put into place along this
conduit of Power.

Think about how you are
operating in this Divine Electrical
Network. Do you have the Power

Biblical timelines, over 70 maps| Methuselah. WOW! That is

and more. It gives the backgroupd mind-boggling!

of each of the 66 books of the Halley’s Handbook tells of the
Bible. This gives me a better present, past and future of Jesus
understanding of everything that Christ. The Bible centers around
God wants me to know about His Christ’s full life, death and

Book, His Word. resurrection. fthe Holv Shirit freelv flowi

Recently, when studying my Today, those areas around the '?h the ho y ,)p(';'lt? reely riowing
Bible with Halley’s Handbook, | | Persian Gulf, Iraq and the rough you: o are you a
discovered that Adam, Noah, Garden of Eden are still in the circuit breaker-

Moses, Job, Abraham, the Persfaneyes of the world. The WORD
Gulf and Babylon (Iraq) all have| of GOD is still speaking.

one common denominator; the Why not take time to read and
Garden of Eden. The city of Eriqu learn from God’s Word today.
supposedly is where the Garden oGee with your own eyes what
Eden is. Noah, Job and Abraham God has to say and show you. |
all lived close to the vicinity of the know we get too busy. We don’t

Garden of Eden. have time. Maybe your favorite oL
Abraham, a man of faith in God, show is on the television and il

lived in a city called Ur. In his you can’t miss that. Maybe you o

time Ur was the most magnificent are just too tired. " #$"%"

city in the whole world. During BUT, does God have time for &'

this same time, Abraham was us? God is always there, (

called by God to be the father o awaiting, watching over us, )**



The Resurrection

Certainly a look at Holy Week would be incompldte
it stopped at the Crucifixion. The Crucifixion sbe
stage for the climax of Holy Week. The physicalttiea
of Jesus was necessary for the satisfaction o$iour
and like Jesus, we will still experience physicahth
unless we experience the rapture. It is a conseguef

the inherent sin nature we inherited from Adam and
Eve.

But for the final event in Holy Week, all Jesusirk
would have been for naught. It was this one firchlcd
Jesus that gives us the hope that removes ouofear
death - both physical and spiritual - and givesus
hope for better than our destiny deserves, the
Resurrection of Jesus.

“But if there is no resurrection of the dead,
then not even Christ has been raised. . . “
1 Corinthians 15:13

If there is no resurrection of Jesus, thereoisospel,
there is no payment for sins, there is no eteifel |
Without Jesus rising again from the dead - both
spiritual and physical - there is no Gospel hope. R
entering to His rightful eternal relationship witie
Father and the Holy Spirit made it possible fotais
enter into fellowship with the Father, Son and Holy
Spirit. Jesus’ physical resurrection from the deag a
dramatic demonstration of this truth. The spiritual
resurrection of Jesus makes it possible for mamter
into the presence of the Triune God. The physical
resurrection of Jesus demonstrates the realitlisf t
truth which those of faith will experience at our
physical death or rapture. Without the resurrectibn
would have shown that while Jesus was capable of
dying physically and spiritually, He was powerléss
rise above death’s clutches.

Without the resurrection - both the physical and
spiritual - the Gospel is vanity.

Let us celebrate the resurrection not just angear
but daily!

Daily Devotional Reflections on Scriptuf

by Hal Hays

BEWARE: Conversations with God

I received an e-mail from a friend whom | beliewe Jvery
credible. Please allow me to share it with you.

If you have children or grandchildren, work withildren at
church, or you have neighborhood children whosemaryou
know, please take note of the information below pads it
along to others. Schools are distributing this btwlchildren
through the Scholastic Book Club.

The name of the book ‘i€onversations with God”.

James Dobson talked about this book twice this wéeis

devastating. Parents, churches and Christian ssime@ld to be
aware of it. Please pass this information on tordfe-mail

addresses, Parents, Grandparents, Aunts, UncleasirGp
friends.

f Please pay special attention not only
CONVERSATIONS WITH GOD

to what your kids watch on TV, in
movie theaters, on the internet, and the
music they listen to, but also be alert
regarding the books they read.

Two particular books are,
Conversations with  God and

.| Conversations with God for Teens
written byNeale D. Walsch

They SOUNC ~o,
harmless enough by their titles alone. 7 ¢on
books have been on the New York Tin
best sellers list for a number of weeks, .
they make truth of the statemeriDon’t
judge a book by its cover or title.”

The author purports to answer varit ==
questions asked by kids using thweice of ,:" O~
God”. However, the“answers” that hey. A
gives are not Bible-based and go against’t.ﬁm
very infallible word of God.

For instance (and | paraphrase), when a gid #se question
“Why am | a lesbian?”. His answer is that she wd®rn that
way’ because of genetics (just as you were borrtiganded,
with brown eyes, etc.)Then he tells her to go out and
“celebrate” her differences. Another girl poses the question
am living with my boyfriend. My parents say thatshould
marry him because | am living in sin. Should | mayrhim?”

His reply is,“Who are you sinning against? Not me, because
you have done nothing wrong.”

Not only are these books the false doctrin¢hefdevi| but
in some instances quote in error the Word of GAdd the list
goes on. These books (and others like it) are bewld to
schoolchildren through (The Scholastic Book Cluid we
need to be aware of what is being fed to our céildr

Our children are under attack. So | pray that e sober
and vigilant about teaching your children the Wofd@od, and
guarding their exposure to worldly mediums, becaose
adversary, the devil, roams about as a roaring $ieaking
whom he may devoufl Peter 5:8). We know that lions
usually hunt for the slowest, weakest and YOUNGE®$Tts

prey.




To be made the evening before Easter

You need:
1 cup whole pecans 1 cup sugar
1 tsp. vinegar zZipper baggie
3 egg whites wooden spoon
pinch salt tape
Bible

Preheat oven to 300° (this is important—don’t widgou're half done with the recipe!)

Place pecans in zipper baggie and let children theat with the wooden spoon to break into
small pieces. Explain that after Jesus was arrebledvas beaten by the Roman soldiers. Read
John 19:1-3

Let each child smell the vinegar. Put 1 tsp. vimegi mixing bowl. Explain that when Jesus
was thirsty on the cross, He was given vinegarittkdReach John 19:28-30.

Add egg whites to vinegar. Eggs represent life.l&rpthat Jesus gave His life to give us life.
Read John 10:10-11.

Sprinkle a little salt into each child’s hand. tle¢m taste it and brush the rest into the bowl.
Explain that this represents the salty tears slyetebus’ followers, and the bitterness of our
own sin. Read Luke 23:27.

So far, the ingredients are not very appetizingd Accup sugar. Explain that the sweetest part
of the story is that Jesus died because He loveslasvants us to know and belong to Him.
Read Psalm 34:8 and John 3:16.

Beat with a mixer on high speed for 12 to 15 misutstil stiff peaks are formed. Explain that
the color white represents the purity in God’s eyethose whose sins have been cleansed by
Jesus. Read Isaiah 1:18 and John 3:1-3.

Fold in broken nuts. Drop by teaspoons onto waxepapvered cookie sheet. Explain that each
mound represent the rocky tomb where Jesus’ bodylaid. Read Matthew 27:57-60.

Put the cookie sheets in the oven, close the duwbtwin the oven OFF. Give each child a piece
of tape and seal the oven door. Explain that Jeésu®) was sealed. Read Matthew 27:65-66.

GO TO BED. Explain that they may feel sad to leineecookies in the oven overnight. Jesus’
followers were in despair when the tomb was se&eedd John 16:20 and 22.

On Easter morning, open the oven and give evergarwkie. Notice the cracked surface and
take a bite. The cookies are hollow! On the firaster, Jesus’ followers were amazed to find
the tomb open and empty. Read Matthew 28:1-9.
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“In the Cross, God descends to bear to his ownthear
the sins of the world. In Jesus, he atones at
unimaginable cost to himself.”

— Woodrow Geier

“Itis light that enables us to see the differehetveen
things; and it is Christ that gives us light.”

— A.W. Hare and J.C. Hare

“Christ is not valued at all — unless he is value
above all.”

— St. Augustine

“He is no fool who gives what he cannot keep tagai
what he cannot lose.”

— Jim Elliott
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. ThursdayApril 1 - Maundy Thursday Service
r 'M !!!!!'!!'.'M \! Friday,April 2 - Good Friday Service at Crosspoint
\ SaturdayApril 3 - Emmaus Meeting
‘ III SundayApril 4 - Resurrection Celebration!!!

4 \ SundayApril 4 - Easter Brunch
TuesdayApril 6 - Spiritual Care
WednesdayApril 7 - Family Movie Night
ThursdayApril 8 - Bunco
SaturdayApril 10 - Emmaus Meeting
SundayApril 11 - Friendship Sunday
Thursday-Sundaypril 15-18 - Emmaus Walk
_ ) Tuesday & Thursdawypril 20 & 22 - Food Pantry
Worship Service - 10:30 am SaturdayApril 24 - Fellowship Hall rental

Wednesday Bible SundayApril 25 - Parents Support & Info

Study/Prayer - 7:00 pm

M AR K 16 :6

SERVICE TIMES
Sunday School - 9:15 am

1123 456 "
United Brethren Church in Christ 3 %67 8 3759
7031 Jefferson Road 38 56 :+!
Brooklyn, Ml 49230 <15

“Our problem is not needing to know the
truth about tomorrow; it's needing to live
the truth we know today.”

Charles Swindoll

excerpted from Day by Day with Charleg
Swindoll ©2000




